Protein kinase C activity in the rat ovary: increasing enzyme activity and presence of an endogenous inhibitor during pregnancy.
1. Protein kinase C (PKC) activity was measured in corpora lutea and ovarian interstitial tissues obtained from rats on days 7, 13/14 and 20 of normal pregnancy. 2. PKC activity increased steadily from day 7 to day 20 of pregnancy in luteal tissue but not in ovarian interstitial tissues. 3. Cytosolic fractions of both tissue types inhibited PKC activity in a control preparation of the enzyme, suggesting that both tissues contain an endogenous inhibitor of PKC throughout pregnancy.